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Footer Logo

BEOC

(Big Event On Campus)

CedarFest

6 a.m. - 10 p.m., Sept 1-3, Cedarville Community Park
CedarFest is a Cedarville tradition that celebrates
Labor Day, pancakes and it’s founder, James H.
Kyle, who was born in Cedarville.
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Just Sayin’ ... Alex Hentschel

Some More Unsolicited Advice For Ya
“When I was a freshman, I talked like a freshman. Then I
became an upperclassman, and I put aside my freshman ways.”
— Cedarville Proverbs

W

elcome to college. Time to forget everything about your old
life and who you used to be.
It might sound like an exaggeration,
but it’s actually crazy how you’re about
to build a whole new identity for yourself
with a group of people that you’ve never
met before. It’s time to find out who you
are. You’re like Ty from Extreme Home
Makeover — “moving the bus” on your
new self. (That was really bad, but I needed a metaphor that
would universally apply to all Christians.)
Here’s something that you just have to accept: your freshman year is going to be awkward. Think of it as a trial period — a
time where you can make mistakes and nobody judges you. You’ll
have pictures of yourself from the Rip with whipped cream on
your face in a shopping cart and you’ll just say, “I was a freshman, I don’t know.”
Actually, you probably don’t even know what the Rip is.
Never mind.
College is going to speed by, and to be honest, you’re not

by Keegan D’Alfonso

O

Alexandria Hentschel is a sophomore International Studies and
Spanish double major and the Off-Campus news editor for Cedars. She enjoys old books, strong coffee, and honest debate.

Letter From the Editor

n behalf of the entire Cedars staff allow me to welcome you
to Cedarville University. This issue of Cedars is for you, the
incoming freshmen. We hope to offer you a taste of student
media, some helpful tips to get you started in this new life journey
that is college and maybe a few biting jokes (sorry, even in college,
upperclassmen like to pick on the freshies).
You are about to start an amazing adventure here at Cedarville.
College is a great opportunitty to grow and learn, not just academically, but also as a person. Who you are today is not who you will be four
years from now when you graduate, and that is OK. You are going to
make mistakes and experience failure, and I hope you do because the
best tool for growth and learning is when God takes us down to our
knees in humility as we reallize how much we still have to learn.
Too often we pursue life goals with a preconcieved idea of what
success will look like and where we want to be 10 years from now.
Having goals is good, however, you need to be flexible and allow
your goals to change and realize that true success may be different
from what you envisioned at the start of this journey.
Proverbs 16:9 says, “In their hearts humans plan their course
but the Lord establishes their steps.”
You do not determine your own journey, and praise God for that
August 2018

going to remember a lot of what you learned in Earth Science.
You will remember your friends. You won’t remember what each
individual chapel was about, but you’ll see yourself changing, inside and out. You won’t remember what your dorm room looked
like, but you will remember the time you brought back Bill’s
donuts one minute before curfew and then dropped them all over
the stairs. (Did this happen to me? I don’t know. You don’t know.
Nobody knows.)
Savor every moment, if you can, and accept that this year will
fundamentally change who you are. I don’t recognize myself at all
— I’ve cycled through three pairs of glasses, cut a foot off my hair
and learned Spanish. You will gain confidence, and at the same
time learn that you don’t know anything about the world at all.
You’ll start to narrow your interests and broaden your horizons.
This is the free trial on your life. You can try out different
versions of yourself before you go out into the real world and get
ready to play. Pierce your nose and go through your grunge phase
now — you can’t do it again.
Accept that you know nothing at all and be ready to know
nothing at all for the rest of your life. All adults are faking it.
Some of us are just better at faking it than others.

because it gives you so much more freedom. God has already set a path
before you, and contrary to what your parents or friends might say,
what you do here in college does not determine the path for your life.
Take this time in college to figure out what you value, grow from
the child that left home to a man or woman who will be a Christian
witness to the world. However, just because you are at a Christian
college doesn’t mean you’re going to experience profound Christian
growth through osmosis. All the chapel services in the world aren’t
going to make a difference if you aren’t willing to submit yourself
to God.
Finally, it’s OK if you leave college without achieving all your
goals. Godly success isn’t measured in grades, how many accolades
you recieved or if you found the perfect spouse. Preformance is a
trap the devil uses to steal your peace. Success is found in following
Christ and the heart in which you serve him.
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.” — Colossians 3:17
Keegan D’Alfonso is a senior journalism major and the Editor-in-Chief for Cedars. He enjoys telling stories about his time in
the Marines, making corny jokes, and sharing his passion for intercultural communication.

How do you make time for
God and school?
Keegan D’Alfonso
Cedars Editor-in-Chief

College consumes a
lot of time: Between
assignments,
extracurriculars,
campus jobs, etc., it
can be challenging to
make time for other
things, including
God. If we’re honest,
making time for God
can be hard even when we aren’t busy
with academics. But if you don’t prioritize
your time with God now, it will be really
hard to do later.
When I first started going to Cedarville,
I made a rule for myself: I would never
skip out on church, Bible studies or time
with Christian brothers or sisters just to
have more time to work on assignments
or sleep. If I truly say Christ is Lord of
my life, then I need to prioritize my time
for Him. That means spending time with
God will always take priority over school
because school is temporary, but my
relationship with Christ is eternal.
That doesn’t mean I give myself a pass
on completing assignments on time
or finishing my school readings. But it
does mean that I make sacrifices with
my time. Sometimes it means I have
to stay up late or get up early to finish
an assignment; more often it means I
can’t play that game or watch that extra
episode on Netflix. I also don’t hesitate
to spend an hour with a friend in need
and take time to pray, regardless of
pressing due dates.
Every minute we have on this Earth is
a gift from God, so let’s honor Him with
it and be good stewards. I view it like
tithing. I give God the time He freely
gives me and trust that He will give me
the time to complete the tasks I have
been given. For the past three years I
have enjoyed growing deeply in Him and
still turned in most of my assignments
on time.
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Top tips for a healthy roommate relationship
by Breanna Beers

W

hen you first walked into your
dorm and met your roommate,
you may have had many initial
reactions: “I really have to fit all my stuff
into that?” “At least he/she smells OK.” “I
wonder how hard it would really be to live
out of my car?” Whether you knew your
roommate before arriving at Cedarville or
not, living in the same (very small) space as
someone else requires an additional skill set
beyond typical friendship. Every roommate
relationship is different, but here are some
general guidelines that certainly don’t hurt,
and could help reduce some small part of
your personal chaos this semester. Classes
are more than enough to deal with on their
own.

1. Be respectful.
Odds are, you and your roommate will
have your differences. You’re always up until 2 a.m.; she wants to be asleep by 11. He
has a peanut allergy; you’re addicted to Reese’s. Whatever it is, both your lives will be
greatly improved if you can agree to respect
one another’s stuff, space and schedule.

Illustration by Abigail Wisser
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Don’t “borrow” your roommate’s snacks
or clothes (at all, if possible; certainly not
without asking nicely). Take care of your
own messes and share the responsibility
for keeping the room clean. Go elsewhere
to finish studying if he or she is ready for
bed. It’s essential to be adaptable and ready
to listen — you have to be willing to make
sacrifices if you expect him or her to do the
same for you.

2. Be honest.
This doesn’t come naturally to all
personalities, but it’s crucial if you want
to have a relationship with your roommate that lasts beyond the first few weeks.
It’s unavoidable that your roommate will
have at least a few ticks and habits that
rub you the wrong way, and while accepting and adapting to your differences is
key, you must also be wary of building up
simmering frustration and irritation. Ask
questions rather than make assumptions.
Your roommate may not realize what is
bothering you; sometimes all it takes is
saying something to cause a tiny change
that makes a big difference. Equally, if
not more essential, is your ability to take

SGA President
and Vice
President
Cultivate
a Campus
Community
that is ‘Better
Together’

it with grace when your roommate turns
the tables on you. Accept your roommate’s
honesty with humility and appreciation
rather than hostility and defensiveness,
even when it stings.

3. Be friendly.
Even if you don’t hang out at all outside the room, you and your roommate are
still going to have to at least coexist. Being a decent human being will help make
your year as painless as possible. It can be
as simple as asking how his or her day was
and being willing to pause long enough to
listen to the answer. If that develops into
a genuine friendship, even better — your
constant proximity can push your natural
enjoyment of one another to an even deeper level of relationship. The more comfortable you are around your roommate, the
more your dorm room will begin to feel like
home.

4. Be realistic.
That said, it’s also OK if your first
roommate doesn’t end up as your maid of
honor or best man. While proximity and
time can strengthen some relationships,

by Shelby McGuire

M

eet your president and vice president of Student Government Association for the 2018-19 school
year: Ryan Smith and Clara Costello. Smith
and Costello ran their campaign unopposed,
and claimed their new titles at the SGA election chapel last February.
During Smith and Costello’s campaign,
posters, T-shirts and stickers could be spotted around campus sporting the slogan
“Better Together.” Smith said this is more
than just a slogan, calling it an “anthem of
Christian community.” The vision for “Better Together” is for Cedarville University to
be a community of believers doing life together, coming alongside one another and
encouraging each other in their faith in a
deep and authentic way.
“‘Better Together’ was born from our

it can weaken others. You don’t have to be
best friends to live together well; in fact,
some students find it helpful to have a degree of separation between their social lives
and their living space. Ideally, you and your
roommate will find a way to help each other
thrive that works best for each of you. Don’t
feel pressured to force a relationship in a
way that doesn’t fit your unique situation
and personalities.

5. Be kind.
Whether you and your roommate
click instantly, can barely stand each other, or — most likely — lie somewhere in
between, you’re still living together for a
quarter of your 1,000 days here at Cedarville. So give your roommate a little grace,
because by the end of your first finals
week, you’ll probably be needing some
yourself.
Breanna Beers is a sophomore molecular
and cellular biology major and an off-campus news editor for Cedars. She loves exercising curiosity, hiking new trails, and
quoting “The Princess Bride” whether it’s
relevant or not.

early discussions as a team,” Smith recalls
from last year’s campaign. “The main purpose of SGA is to develop campus morale
and foster community ... we wanted our
campaign slogan to fulfill the purpose of
SGA if we were elected.”
“Better Together” means supporting all
communities on campus, from encouraging
students to join student organizations and
discipleship groups to promoting campus
events and building relationships in the
dorms. SGA wants to encourage students
to get involved and reach out in whatever
ways they can to live better together as one
Christ-centered community.
Smith said the mission behind “Better
Together” comes from principles in the Bible; “God commands that the brothers and
sisters live in harmony, and it is important
that people join for the sake of accountability, encouragement and joy. We all have
August 2018
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something to learn and someone to love.”
Costello said that cultivating this community will take
effort on the behalf of SGA and the student body, but she
desires every Cedarville student to own the attitude that
“building community is worth my investment.”

“I’m really passionate about seeing memories shared,
friendships strengthened, and barriers of sin being broken,” Smith said. “If I can witness these things in the lives of
students, then I will praise the Lord and call it a successful
year. I’m excited to see people doing life together in authen-

tic Christian community.”
Shelby McGuire is a sophomore journalism major and
Campus News Co-editor for Cedars. She enjoys working
out as well as feeding her caffeine addiction pretending
that she has her life together.

Your Guide to Getting a Campus Job
by Madeline Mosher

L

ast year, 1,600 Cedarville students worked on campus, according to Cedarville’s website’s Jobs on
Campus page and human resources assistant Jennifer Cochran. If you’re interested in joining this legion of
moneymakers, read on.
You have an advantage over last year’s army, who,
according to Cochran, didn’t have access to much student
employment information online. To answer this problem,
people from the Business Division, Enrollment Management, Web Services, Marketing and Communications and
programmers joined forces to create a shiny new student
employment website.
“One thing we are doing to enhance and to provide better education for the students is to pull [the student employment website] out from under financial aid and just provide
a general student employment website, where it’ll be a dedicated student employment website, a dedicated student employment office,” Cochran said.
The website will help you along the first leg of your
money-making mission, which is, naturally, finding a job. It
will encourage you to take initiative in your job search, said
Cochran. Not all the jobs out there make their way to posted
job listings.
“Some departments have their own recruiting activities, so be proactive, network with departments, network
with student employees on campus, and be proactive in
your effort to secure a job on campus,” Cochran said.
August 2018

Completing Tax Paperwork

Once you’ve been offered a job (congrats!), you need to
fill out tax paperwork, namely the W-4, the federal tax form,
a state tax form (if it applies), and the I-9 form, explained
director of payroll Cindy Weir, and Cedarville’s Jobs on
Campus page.
“[The I-9] proves two things: number one, your identity, and then two, your ability to work in the United States,”
Weir said.
It requires a selection of documents. Here’s some
choices:
1. An original passport, or
2. An original social security card and a picture ID, or
3. An original or certified copy of your birth certificate and a picture ID
If you’re an international student, you can still work on
campus. You just have to complete a few more steps.
You need to fill out the same tax forms as domestic students, and obtain a social security number, said coordinator
of international student services Brenda Reid.
With Reid, you can schedule a time to visit the social security office to apply for your number. You don’t have to get
yourself there, either. Reid’s office provides transportation.
When you go to the office, said Reid and Cedarville’s
website’s International Students Welcome to Campus page,
bring these documents:
1. A letter from the international office
2. A letter from your employer, which needs to
a. Name and describe your job

b. Tell when you start
c. State how many hours per week you are expecting
to work
d. Provide your supervisor’s name, signature, and
contact information
3. Your passport
4. Your I-20 form
5. Your I-94 form
6. A completed social security application
Then, you have to be patient. It takes up to two weeks
to receive your number.
So get out there. Those 1,600 troops won’t wait for you.
You can find Brenda Reid in BTS 218 or email her at breid189@cedarville.edu.
Most of this information, excluding that for international
students, can be found on the new website: https://www.
cedarville.edu/Offices/Student-Employment.aspx.
Under student resources, you can find a link to the CU
Hired email. You can use that for questions, or visit the student employment desk at the information desk in the upper
SSC on Monday through Friday from 1-4:30 p.m.
Madeleine Mosher is a sophomore journalism major and a
Campus News Co-editor for Cedars. When she’s not complaining about homework or having a snack, she enjoys
coffee, words, and rock ‘n’ roll.
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Coffee Shop
Comparison
by Callahan Jones

F

or many college students, coffee is
the only thing that keeps them on
their feet. If not used as a means of
survival, some college students even enjoy
drinking coffee in a recreational manner.
Fortunately, you don’t have to rely on a can
of Folgers from Dollar General for your caffeine needs. There are three unique coffee
shops in Cedarville, each with different positives, negatives, focuses and vibes.
The first shop is Beans-n-Cream, the
“historical coffee corner of Cedarville.”
Housed in a renovated bank on the corner
of Main Street and West Xenia Avenue,
it is a large shop that focuses on offering

I’m Here, Now
When Can I
Go Abroad?
by Keegan D’Alfonso

Y

ou have carefully studied your top
college picks, debated cost and distance from friends and family and
now you are finally at the college you agonized over going to. You are certain you are
where God wants you to be and then you

6

a comfortable community space along
with a full menu of food and coffee-based
drinks. While they do offer simple brewed
coffee and more traditional steamed milk
lattes, they are most well known among
Cedarville students for their iced and frozen drinks, including the popular Beansn-Cream Mocha, a mix of espresso, white
chocolate and caramel. Beans (as it’s often
referred to) also hosts a weekly open mic
night in addition to occasional concerts.
These events can be a great break from the
campus norm and can be a great avenue to
see local skill and talent.
The second shop is Rinnova, Cedarville
University’s own campus coffee spot. Located conveniently inside the lower SSC, it’s a
favorite of many and is completely operated
by students of Cedarville. They offer cheap
brewed coffee and many different espresso-based drinks. Above all else, Rinnova
offers convenience and speed. Because of

hear, “study abroad,” and you cannot wait
to leave.
So much effort goes into picking where
to go to college that it almost seems crazy to
consider spending a semester or two going
to school somewhere else. Studying abroad,
however, is an excellent way to broaden
your cross-cultural knowledge and gain experiences you can’t get at Cedarville or even
in the states. It is also far cheaper, and less
intimidating than going to a university overseas for your entire college career.
Depending on degree programs or chosen electives, Cedarville offers several study
abroad programs to choose from and partners with a number of organizations that
give a range of destinations. For students
who find a full semester in the fall or spring

its prime location on campus, it’s possible
to grab a coffee on your way to almost any
event, class or function you may be going to.
Stingers, Cedarville’s snack shop, is a great
place to sit down and enjoy drinks from
Rinnova, as they do not have many other
seating options.
The third coffee shop in Cedarville is
Telemetry Coffee Roasters, located in the
middle of downtown Cedarville. Telemetry is well known both for the quality of the
coffee it roasts in house and for its Mocha
shakes, which are made with ice cream,
chocolate and espresso. Telemetry offers
a small menu of sandwiches and often has
muffins available as well. The shop has
sizable seating, though less than Beansn-Cream and features a large red coffee
roaster as the centerpiece of the shop. Telemetry also has a picturesque back deck
where customers can sip on their coffee,
watch the creek flow by and relax.
While the different shops
have their strengths, they also
have their weaknesses as well,
especially in comparison to one
another. While Telemetry may
have a high seating capacity, it is
not the best choice for a long term
stay due to its smaller tables and
much less comfortable wooden
chairs in comparison to Bean’s

comfortable arm chairs and larger downstairs tables. Rinnova easily offers the best
convenience to the average Cedarville student, but trades that off for the peace and
quiet that the other two shops can often provide. Due to lack of seating, finding a place
to sit at more busy times can also be frustrating. Beans is a solid community spot,
however, this can become problematic for
studying or conversation during their popular events, such as open mic night, as the
shop can become much too busy and loud.
Both Beans and Telemetry are in downtown
Cedarville, a 20-minute walk at most from
most places on campus, while Rinnova is
right on campus.
All three of the coffee shops in Cedarville offer many different and unique things
for Cedarville University students, and
every coffee-loving student should check
out each to see which is their preference.
No matter what one cares most about in a
shop, whether it be long comfortable stays,
high-quality black coffee roasted in house or
grab-and-go convenience, there is a coffee
shop in Cedarville for you.

too intimidating or have a rigid schedule,
summer study-abroad courses are also
available. It is best for students considering
a study-abroad program to start planning
early as it is more difficult to fit a studyabroad program into a schedule during junior or senior year unless the student’s degree program already includes it.
While study-abroad opportunities vary
by year, Cedarville has previously offered
study-abroad options in Spain, Germany,
Israel and Ireland among others. Cedarville announces upcoming study-abroad
opportunities early in the semester to give
interested students time to plan and fill out
applications for the desired program. Students are recommended to fill out applications as soon as possible to give time for

approval, and allow more time for financial
planning and getting a passport and visa if
required.
Studying abroad is not without its
challenges; there will be foods you dislike,
people you might struggle to get along
with and customs you don’t understand.
But there will also be opportunities for
growth along the way and a broader understanding you could never get at home,
and isn’t that what college is for?

Callahan is a junior journalism major and
the Digital and Design editor for Cedars. In
his free time, he enjoys making coffee, being overly critical about music and playing
games with friends.

Keegan D’Alfonso is a senior journalism
major and the Editor-in-Chief for Cedars.
He enjoys telling stories about his time
in the Marines, making corny jokes, and
sharing his passion for intercultural communication.
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Things To Do Before
Graduation
by Paolo Carrion

C

ollege won’t last forever. Even if the
tests and lectures sometimes feel like
a never-ending struggle, there will be
a day when you look back on your time at The
’Ville and say “Wow, that was shorter than I
expected. I wish I did more than watch Hulu
in my dorm for four years straight.”
So here’s a list of things you should do
while you’re here.
I’m not going to list the obvious things:
running into the cornfields screaming in
anguish because your theme analysis essay
didn’t get an A, or wearing mismatching
socks to chapel just once, to showcase what
a quirky individual you are. However, here
are some things you definitely should do before you graduate:

Visit Yellow Springs
Just a short drive away is a unique,
sometimes quirky town known as Yellow
Springs. Here, you can find small and locally-owned bookstores, movie theaters, and
coffee shops. Stop by Dark Star Books &
Comics for a wide selection of new and used
books.

Visit Young’s Dairy
Do you like ice cream? (The correct
answer is yes.) Even if you don’t enjoy the
most delicious treat on Earth, Young’s Jersey Dairy, which can be found just outside
Yellow Springs, offers mini-golf, batting
cages, and corn mazes and hayrides in the
fall. You can also visit and pet animals at
Young’s farm.

See a Play at DeVries Theatre
From comedies like “Ken Ludwig’s
Baskerville” to more serious pieces such
as “The Diary of Anne Frank,” the DeVries
Theatre, found in the Stevens Student Center, provides passionate and powerful productions and plays. Stay alert for when tickets go on sale, because seats are limited.

August 2018

Intro to Intramurals

If (and when) you find you enjoy
those plays, also keep an eye out for senior
theatre projects (STP). Senior theatre students work hard to prepare a smaller-scale
play to challenge themselves and showcase
their skills. Cedars will preview each STP
so you know when and where to watch
them.

Go to an Ayo Dance Show and/or an
Inversions Concert
Cedarville is home to many talented
students, and it would be a shame if you
never saw them showcase their God-given
talents. Both The Inversions, Cedarville’s a
capella group, and the AYO Dance Company
host several shows a year, and each one is a
treat to witness.
Keep an eye out for posters in the Stevens Student Center (SSC) and the Biblical
and Theological Studies building (BTS) that
will advertise show dates and prices.

Watch a Foreign Film
Who doesn’t enjoy watching a good
movie? Cinema strongly reflects culture;
watching a film that was made overseas
can be a great way to expand your horizons,
spend time with friends, and learn something new. (And hey, it’s kind of like watching Hulu in your dorm, but healthier for
your mind, probably.)
Check your email for when a foreign
film will be featured. The Foreign Film Series
usually plays three movies a semester. A $2
donation is typically requested at the door.
We only have around 1,000 days on
this beautiful campus; don’t let them go to
waste.
Paolo Carrion is a junior journalism major
and the Art and Entertainment section editor for Cedars. He is learning how to cook,
and his roommate is very proud of the sriracha-glazed chicken he made for dinner
that one time.

Photo courtesy of Cedarville University
Various sports are offered as intramurals, such as flag football.

by Tim Miller

D

id you think the glory days of your
lackluster athletic career were
over? Well, think again. You have
the chance to enjoy the privilege of being a
mediocre athlete once again through intramurals.
Athletes ranging from those who claim
they would’ve played in college had they not
gotten hurt, to individuals who want an excuse to flirt with or impress a member of the
opposite sex, are free to participate in intramurals.
Regardless of your motive, you should
join an intramural team at Cedarville, simply for the clout.
You can gather a bunch of friends to
form a team, or if you’re like me and you
have no friends, you can join a team full of
people who also have no friends, and in this
way you may make new friends.
Real sports like basketball (offered 3v3
and 5v5) and flag football, to less sporty
sports like disc golf and wallyball (volleyball played through the aid of walls) are
offered at Cedarville. Whether you claim to
be a one-star athlete on 247sports.com or a
leisurely fella just trying land a date, there’s
over 30 sports to compete in. Cedarville
even offers a 5K, bike trips, and ski trips for
more creative sports to compete in.
Most intramural sports have a regular season of up to four games, and the top

teams are selected to move on to a postseason tournament. The team that wins the
championship gets something better than
a shoutout in chapel or money. Instead, the
champion team is crowned with a championship shirt. It’s all about the clout.
But I know you must be asking the
most important question of all: Mr. Cedarville Sports Editor, what sport should I play
if I want my love interest to notice me?
Fret not I have all the answers. In order to land that pretty guy or handsome girl
you fell in love with during Getting Started
weekend, you should actually not play a
sport. You’ll get sweaty, feel self-conscious,
lose confidence, and your life will spiral into
an uncontrollable whirlwind of self loathing
and you’ll be alone forever.
Instead, you should be up front with
your potential lover and actually talk to
them about your feelings. The quicker you
talk, the quicker you get it over with. It’s
good too, because then you get to start a
relationship, or get over your fizzled-out
love and move on to that cutie that wraps
your burritos every Tuesday night in
Chuck’s.
Tim Miller is a sophomore marketing major and sports editor for Cedars. He enjoys
having a baby face, sipping Dunkin Donuts
coffee and striving to be the optimal combination of Dwight Schrute and Ron Swanson.
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Getting Started Weekend
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Sting leaders welcome new students and family members at the campus entrance.

Student volunteers swarm arriving cars to help move in new students. Sorry freshmen, they won’t be
there to move you out for summer break.

Stinger shows off his summer body-building results
while greeting new students.

The Rock welcomes the Class of 2022 to Getting Started.

